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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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 John Cannon (Jul~Aug for R Manners) 
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Secretary: John Street (Oct-Feb) 
 Tony Rae (Feb-Oct) 
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 Dawn Hendrick (Feb-Oct) 
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Walks Secretary: Andrew Davey 
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 Chris Rathbone (Feb~Sep for A Street) 
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Auditor: Geoff Morffew   

Annual Report Editors: Tony Rae  
 Philip Le Grove 
 

CLUB DELEGATES (at 30 June 2014) 
 
Bush Walking Tasmania Andrew Davey  
Southern Tasmanian Ski Association Fred Koolhof, Andrew Davey, Liz Koolhof 
Tasmanian Bicycle Council Inc Linda and Tony Cook 
Clarence Tracks and Trails  Barry Ford and Bob Wyatt 
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PRESIDENT 
 
Another successful year has come to a close, with rising membership numbers 
and an impressive array of just over 700 cycling and walking trips during the 
year. 
At the beginning of this year, the Executive Committee agreed the key areas 
that we would aim to improve during 2014. Much effort has been directed to 
these priorities. Because of the long-term nature of our improvement 
endeavours, I envisage that work will continue into next year. Our priorities 
were: 
1. Ski hut management: develop procedures to embed improved booking 

arrangements, support our fire safety obligations and plan/manage ongoing 
hut management (Simon Benham). The hut structure was surveyed and, 

while there are some issues that need attention, no major problems were 
identified – this was great news. A coded key safe system was introduced 
so that we no longer have to pick up a key in Hobart. Our Hut Safety 
Emergency and Evacuation Plan was developed and hut users are asked to 
familiarise themselves with safety advice on display in the hut. 

 
2. Promotion of club interests: lobby relevant organisations and MPs to 

promote HWC interests, e.g. concerning tracks, huts and access (Storm 
Foulkes). We developed an action plan which includes key messages. We 

have written to MPs and met with relevant Government departments, using 
these key messages to ensure that we remain consistent.  Some of the 
important issues we have promoted are trying to maintain unfettered access 
to our National Parks and our concerns with the state of walking tracks. We 
have also promoted our views on fees and relationships with key land 
managers. 

 
3. Review of Constitution, Rules and By-Laws: streamline Governance 

provisions in line with current best practice (Philip Le Grove).  A sub-

committee has put a lot of work into this. We are on track to present 
recommendations for change in 2015, when we will ask members to 
consider and, if in agreement, pass a special resolution to adopt an 
improved Constitution. 

 
4. Promotion of walks to new members: make new members feel welcome 

and confident about going on their first walks with the Club, e.g. a buddy 
system for prospectives (Geoff O’Hara). We introduced a voluntary mentor 

program, where club members invite a prospective on their first walk. There 
has not been much participation in the program and we would still like to 
reduce the number of prospectives (about 35% - 40%) who do not renew 
their membership in their first year. 

 
5. Increase in leaders: strategies to encourage and support walkers to become 

leaders (Chris Rathbone). Our more experienced trip coordinators offer 
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mentoring to help members move into this role. We are aware of a small 
downturn in members offering to lead some sorts of trips and are 
considering other ways to reverse this trend. I encourage all members to 
consider how you can help as a trip coordinator. This is our bread-and-
butter stuff – no coordinators would mean no walks. 

 
6. Risk management: review our club operations for risks and identify 

preventative measures (Tony Rae). A sub-committee has developed a draft 

action plan which looks at risks in terms of probability and effect and 
identifies strategies to meet the risks. Work is continuing to finalise the plan. 

 
7. Marketing plan/communication with members: review the marketing plan 

that we put in place last year, with a focus on how we can better 
communicate with members (Rupert Manners). Marketing actions have 
included reprinting and distribution of our club brochures and participation in 
the Sustainable Living Tasmania exposition. I have also promoted the HWC 
in the media, through both newspaper and radio interviews. Much of our 
effort to improve communication with members has centred around 
improving the members’ section of our HWC website, to offer electronic 
communication as another option for members.  

 
8. ‘Gongs’: review our processes for recognising members’ achievements 

(Rupert Manners). A sub-committee worked on this, with the aim of 

ensuring that members who make significant contributions to the club are 
recognised in a timely way. We refined criteria for our two important service 
awards – Long and Significant Service Award and Honorary Life 
Membership – and introduced five ‘fun’ annual awards. 

 
9. General meetings: look at ways to improve attendance (Gill Fitzgerald). We 

are promoting meetings to new members. Attendance continues to 
fluctuate, from less than a quorum to a full house. We have been 
entertained by a range of excellent presentations at general meetings. And 
one of our new ‘fun’ annual awards is for the most popular speaker 
(measured by the number attending) at a general meeting. 

 
I would like to finish by thanking all the volunteers who put in so much of their 
time to keep this club running: our subcommittees, delegates and custodians 
who manage important tasks like coordinating walks, producing circulars, 
providing training to new members, looking after our club hut, arranging our 
social functions, and the myriad of other jobs that make the HWC the wonderful, 
active and successful club that it is. And a special thank you to our Executive 
Committee – I’m continually amazed at the talent and dedication shown by this 
group of people and have enjoyed working with each and every one of you. I 
certainly encourage Club members to become involved in the various aspects of 
running our club: there are surprising rewards to be found in putting something 
back into the club that gives us so much pleasure. 

Storm Foulkes, President 
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SOCIAL SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
Gill Fitzgerald, Trish Colles, Linda Cook, Gill Mosmann, Ruth Raward, Vicki 
Martin. 
 
In August last year we enjoyed a mid-year lunch at the Buckingham Bowls Club, 
with Tornies Catering. Several members were given awards in recognition of the 
contributions they had made to the running of the Club. A lunchtime event 
appears to suit many people, especially some of our more senior members. 
 
The dinner held in the evening in November also proved popular. This was at 
the very nice venue of Lindisfarne Rowing Club again, with Tornies providing 
their usual high standard of catering. 
 
Both functions were pleasant and sociable occasions. 
 
The Christmas BBQ in December was hosted by Polly Firth at her home and the 
adjacent property belonging to sister Christine Philbrick (unfortunately the latter 
couldn’t be present). The weather was kind to us and it was an enjoyable 
evening in a lovely bush setting. 
 
The annual Australia Day picnic at Orana was a very successful event again, 
this year. It is a wonderful venue for walker and cyclists of all ages - and even 
the less active – to get together for a picnic and maybe a swim. Thank you to 
Phyl Wyatt for arranging for us to have the use of the Orana Guide Camp. 
 
I like to think that the social events we enjoy during the year show that HWC is 
more than just walking and cycling. 
 
Thank you to all Club members who have helped with social events during the 
past year. 

 
Gill Fitzgerald, Social Convener 
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CIRCULAR SUB-COMMITTEE 

 
Co-ordinator:  Jim Anderson 
Editors: Ken Chilcott, Doug McLean, Stephanie Schulz 
Walks Data Entry: Vicki Martin 
Mailing Officer: Lawrence Hemsley 
Emailing Officer: Geoff O’Hara 
Circular production hosts & hostesses; mailing helpers; cover artists & 
photographers. 
 
Circular production numbers as at 30 June 2014 are:- 

 
 
Circular production numbers as at 30 June 2013 were:- 
 

Circular style Members Others Total % 

Print 353 7 360 51.1 
Email 342 3 345 48.9 
Total 695 10 705 100.0 

 
Members who pay to receive a printed circular are now offered an email version 
as well.  In this table, those members subscribing for print and email are counted 
in the Print category while members who subscribe for email alone are counted 
in the Email category. 
 
Thank you to all of the above-mentioned team for their dedication in producing 
the monthly circulars. 
 
In 2014 we have had an average of nine mailing helpers per month at 
production homes, some of whom are regulars travelling to all suburbs.  
Perhaps others could assist when production is near their home. Preparation is 
a pleasant social event which takes a couple of hours at most. 
 

Jim Anderson, Circular Co-ordinator 

Circular style Members Others Total % 

Print 344 7 351 46.2 
Email 406 3 409 53.8 
Total 750 10 760 100.0 
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WALKS SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Walks Secretary: Andrew Davey   
Walks Data:  Vicki Martin (mainly) Chris Rathbone and Rupert Manners 

Walks Coordinators 

Weekend day MM+:  Chris Rathbone  Overnight Walks:  Paul Geeves 
Weekend day SE / SM:  Jeanette Brown Tuesday Walks:   Heather Hurd 
Wednesday Walks: Jenny Ford Thursday Walks: Alan Wilson 
Midweek SE / SM:  Felicity Walch SCNQ (midweek):   Bob & Phyl Wyatt 
Toddlers Toddles:  Rupert Manners Flashwalks:             Rohan Hutchison 
 
Thank You to:  

(1) Vicki Martin (and her husband Marty), Chris Rathbone & Rupert Manners: 
Walk Data Officer is very demanding and requires meeting important deadlines.  
All have put in good effort with walks data, our largest job.  Vicki and Chris have 
also organised extracts of data for this report. 

(2) Walks Coordinators.  Some are significantly helped by others.  Thank you to 
some others who have helped in other ways or during absences: Gill Mossman, 
Geoff Morffew, Judith Holmes and others.  Very new to the job are Mary Jolly 
and, soon, Judy Bond.  Any other persons due thanks whose names have not 
been given to me; a big thanks to you too. 

(3) Trip coordinators offered and conducted walks, cycling and other activities.  
As tabulated, those most active organising trips are Brian Haas, Bruce 
Wilkinson, Rupert Manners and Paul Geeves.  Rupert had the most days away 
coordinating walks.  To all Trip Coordinators, please keep up the excellent work; 
without you we would have a very much-diminished Club program.  Many other 
members are much indebted to you, so you who have not coordinated a trip 
please thank them and others mentioned above.  Walks offers are particularly 
welcome from those members who have not conducted trips. 

 
Changes: During the year the committee discussed and modified the guidelines 
for Trip Coordinators, the Preview and report forms, and the Circular prologue to 
the Walks Program to improve guide walk descriptions and previews.  This was 
especially aimed at achieving more accurate grading.  The website facility for 
Walks was reviewed and modifications made, a few more adjustments are yet to 
occur.  The full walks program is viewable on the web.  The term Walks 
Coordinator became Walks Programmer to reduce confusion with Trip 
Coordinator.  In time, where a Walks Programmer consents, a member may 
directly offer a preview via the web.  The relevant Programmer may modify, 
accept or reject the offer.   
 
Trip Activity:  Some were not advised in time for this report.  Hence there is 

minor under-reporting of participation for a few trips.  Most were received and 
are presented below.   
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A total of about 7500 participants (7630 in 2013) joined in a total of 706 cycling 
and walking trips for the year (709 in 2013).  The year had slightly fewer official 
walking trips than last year (552 vs 555).  5829+ attended the walks (6044 in 
2013).  The wet Spring caused a few extra cancellations.  There was the same 
number of cycling trips.   

The average number of participants on a walk was 10.6, for bike rides it was 
similar at 10.8.  Most categories of walks and cycling occurred weekly or better, 
the main exceptions were SR, ME, LR & FB.  Some club members arrange extra 
walks by email, etc...  The most popular trips are MM walks and cycling.  These 
and SE are the best attended.  ‘Rough’ trips are the least popular.  While 
relatively few Facebook / Flashwalks trips occurred, participation and trips have 
more than doubled compared to 2013.  Average walks data are heavily weighted 
by MM, SE & SCNQ which are the most well attended and frequent types of 
walks.  Aging of the Club demographic and more interest from retirees is 
believed the main reason for decreased interest in rough, long or extended trips.   

The data infer participation overall may have fallen 1 – 2 % for walks, but 
increased 1 % for bicycling.  Average participation per trip remained steady at 
10.6 persons.  However participation per trip type varies from a 40% decrease 
for some ME to increases of about 15% for SE and 6 % for bicycling.  Social 
values remain important to participation in most trips; some groups almost 
always do regular Club trips of a particular variety on a particular day, similarly 
attendance on the rougher trips is by the same few members.   
 
Routes Database 

We have a database ready for the web with a policy to protect the Club and the 
privacy of land owners and members.   While we know what the final product will 
be like, there is more work required before going on-line.  The database will be a 
living item.  The database may have many more walks added, this will be the 
easy bit, which we hope can largely be done by members accessing the web, 
and email.  Contributions are welcome.  Any fill-in for blanks will be welcome via 
a field or comments box, eg a GPS plot, up to date scrub description or bridge 
change.  Naming of walks of a similar name may be modified by a committee to 
help reduce ambiguity.  Those conducting official walks for the Club may ask for 
a topographic map from the database.   
 
Remember we have a lot of data even if not on-line.  When on a walk please 
make notes to accord with information sought and send it to us.  For private 
contact details, please send by means like email, fax, telephone, post or note 
when you meet a Walks Coordinator or the Walks Secretary. 
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The Future 
 

Although we have an active Club 
there has been a steady small 
downward trend in getting persons 
to offer certain types of trips, 
surprisingly the easier, hard, 
extended and some weekend trips.  
As the Club depends on all 
members, those who walk a few 
times a year should expect to 
conduct some walks, if you have 
not, we need you to offer some 
trips.  If you feel a bit unsure about 
running a trip, we offer a mentor for 
trip coordinators who want help.   
 
You may like some activities we do 
not offer currently - how about 
offering or helping to arrange them.  
All positions need backing up; 
please offer help there too.  We 
need help to be available in case of 
illness, accident, a need for a 
break or to do a walk, for variety, 
etcetera.  Be mindful to encourage 
new-comers to participate in 
running things.  
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We applaud those listed above, especially Rupert, Paul, Brian & Bruce for 
stunning performances.  What good exemplars of club Trip Coordinators – 
something for us all to make the effort to emulate. 
  
Although the existing means to program walks continues, more of the walks 
program is being entered directly onto the web.  You can view the program 
there.  Chris Rathbone has put much work into this.  We may need some web-
savvy persons to help some Walks Programmers as more is performed on-line. 
 
If you want or wish to offer a particular trip or activity contact the Walks 
Secretary or relevant Walks Programmer - don’t delay; most members would 
like more activities to choose from  
 
We are improving the trip information held by the Club via the Routes database.   
 
Very happy, safe and interesting walking, bicycling, skiing, etc…   
 

Andrew Davey, Walks Secretary 
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PUBLICATION SALES 
 
Sales of Issue 39 of “The Tasmanian Tramp” have been steady in the last year, 
with only about sixteen copies left.  A few issues of previous Tramps have also 
sold. 

Issue 40 is due out in September and it sounds like the editors have compiled 
plenty of interesting articles and photos. 

Issues of “Bushwalking – Emergency Medicine” have been distributed to walks 
coordinators for members’ use.  Also sales of these have been made to Fullers, 
The Tas Map Centre and Brisbane Bushwalkers.  Only four copies of “Safety in 
the Bush” have been sold in the last year. 

There are over one hundred copies of “Tramp” issues 24 (1983), 26 (1987), 34 
(2002), 35 (2004) and 38 (2010).  Whilst it is good to have some spare copies of 
back issues, particularly for new members, it is not good to have to store boxes 
of old Tramps in our limited office space.  I suggest that the Club thinks about 
offering these free to any members. 

Issues not available for sales are; 1 – 20, 22, 28, 29, 30, 33, 36, 37.  A CD of 
Tramps 1 – 23 is available, as is a CD of the index 1- 36. 

Ruth Raward, Publications Sales Officer 

EDITORIAL SUB-COMMITTEE 

The Tasmanian Tramp 

Helen Daly (Convener), J Adams, J Cannon, K Marriott, D Seymour, G Seymour 

The Tasmanian Tramp No 40 is due for launching in September 2014 and it is 
once again a delightful publication. The journal would not be such a success 
without the contributions of HWC members and the hours of work willingly given 
by the members of the committee. We are lucky to have such an experienced 
and talented group, with both computer and editorial skills, who make the task of 
putting the Tramp together enjoyable. Once again the Tramp contains 
interesting stories, great sketches and photos. Thank you once again to all 
contributors and committee members. 

Helen Daly, Editorial Convener 
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MEMBERSHIP  

Membership of the HWC was 864 members on 30 June 2014; an increase of 62 
on FY 2013.  Only 72 members (8.33%) did not renew their membership, while 7 
members rejoined after a short absence, 4 members transferred from other 
clubs, and 122 new Members applied to join the Club;  giving us this healthy 62 
member increase.  This is significant with an aging Club membership. 
 
Sadly Club members Oliver Vaughan, Fred Lakin, Lynn Oliver, Sue Fisher and 
Jessie Luckman passed away during the year. 
 
Below are the membership statistics for 2014 divided into age groups. 
 

Age Group Statistics at 30 June 2014 

  FY 2013-14 FY 2012-13 FY 2011-12 

Age M F Total M F Total M F Total 

16-18 0 3 3 1 1 2 1 0 1 

19-24 1 1 2 1 1 2 4 2 6 

25-29 4 8 12 3 4 7 3 3 6 

30-39 11 15 26 9 23 32 8 19 27 

40-49 26 44 70 29 43 72 23 48 71 

50-59 82 122 204 71 123 194 81 111 189 

60-69 154 192 346 154 170 324 152 158 310 

70-79 91 65 156 73 57 130 66 46 112 

80-89 17 20 37 17 16 33 15 19 34 

90+ 3 4 7 1 5 6 1 2 3 

Unk 0 1 1 0 1 1 4 2 7 

Total 389 475 864 359 444 803 358 410 768 
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Below are the membership statistics for 2014 divided by membership category. 

  Membership Statistics at 30 June 2014 

Category 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 

Hon. Life Members 10 11 13 11 10 11 

Hon. Associate 
Members 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

Associate Members 3 1 1 1 2 2 

Members 723 702 695 703 692 767 

Prospective Members 127 87 58 45 61 46 

Total 864 802 768 761 766 827 

35 Year Membership Certificates 

Three members attained 35 years in the Club and were awarded Certificates.   
Name    Date Joined 

Rinda Burgess 29/01/1979 

Kathleen Davison 28/04/1979 

Nick Hume 10/02/1979 

50 Year Membership Certificates 

Name   Date Joined 

Hilary Goodwin 1/01/1946 50 Split period of membership 

Adrian Jowett 10/02/1964 50  

Life Members  Service Awards 

The following members are HWC Life 
Members 

The following members have received 
“Long and Significant Service” awards 

  John Cannon    Barry & Jenny Ford 
  Andrew Davey    Jim Anderson 
  Brian Haas    Fred Koolhof 
  Sheila Reynolds    John Adams 
  Bob Wyatt    Rosalie Davis 
  Allan Christian    David Hardy 
  Bruce Davis    Gloria Barnes 
  Val Linsell    Adrian Jowett 
  Stephanie Schulz    Margaret Gould 
  John Wythes Outstanding Service Certificate 

   Vicki Martin 

 
Geoff O’Hara, Membership Officer 
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SEARCH, RESCUE & TRAINING SUB-COMMITTEE  
Members:  Pam Powell (Convener), Malcolm Sherlock (Police Liaison), Greg 
Downer, Glen Kowalik, Stuart Whitney, Ian Draper, Sue Denman, Chris 
Rathbone, John Kerrison (Exec Rep) 
 
The committee is responsible for the organisation and conduct of introductory 
training days, maintenance of a call-out list for rescue activities, organisation of 
search groups, training of club members and monitoring the overall safety of the 
Club's activities. 
 
Training Trips 

The committee continued to run the Essential Skills training days required for 
new members to gain full membership in the Club.  This program covers all 
aspects relating to day walking trips. 
 
During the 2013/2014 year we scheduled six Essential Skills 1-day training 
events with 61 prospective members attending. This compares with 54 for the 
previous year.   This is another increase in numbers of prospective members 
being trained which reflects the popularity of the day training program. 
 
Training Activities 
We organised the annual training weekend at the Steppes Reserve in May.  The 
weekend was rainy and cold.  There was a communication issue with access to 
the Steppes House which was inaccessible. Numbers were low and overall it 
was not a successful year.  We will need to rethink the training and if the 
Steppes is to be used, ensure that we can use the facilities of the house for 
shelter during inclement weather.  
 
Search and Rescue 
The committee maintains a search and rescue call-out list from which we are 
able to mobilise searches when alerted by the Police. These callouts can range 
from remote difficult searches to 1-day searches not far afield.  In recent years 
the police have tended to use helicopters to fly over wide spread search areas 
sometimes locating the lost person in the process.  This has resulted in more 1-
day searches or multi-day searches where the searchers go home each night.  
The committee has continued to update and revamp our call-out lists using 
mobile phone technology. We now have 3 primary police contacts who are able 
to send a text message to our expanded search list and a follow-up message to 
the member’s email address with details of the search.  The secondary contacts 
get in touch with those who are not on mobile phone or email. This enables us to 
get the message out quickly and get responses back quickly.  
 
We had one alert which involved a club walk that had set off their Personal 
Locator Beacon (PLB).  This alert led the committee to review the PLB recording 
system with AMSA and to update instructions for users. 
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There were no police call-outs and only one alert this year. 
 
A number of the callout members participated in the annual winter search and 
rescue exercise (SAREX) organised by the Police Search and Rescue Squad.  
This was held at Lake St Clair.  HWC was represented by 10 volunteers. 
 
The Police held a training day on Mt Wellington attracting 13 HWC members. 
 
It is planned to conduct a S&R Workshop instead of a full-on winter exercise this 
year.  The workshop will be held over 2 days and be somewhere close to Hobart 
so that people can attend sessions that interest them. 
 
Thanks.  We once again want to record our thanks to those who led training 

trips, ran training activities and participated in searches during the year. 
 

Pam Powell, SRT Convener 

 
 
ENVIRONMENT SUBCOMMITTEE  
 
Paul Geeves, A Davey (Exec Rep), D Jupe, P Watson.  
 
The 2013-14 year has been a reasonably quiet one for the Environment 
Committee.  Formal Club submissions prepared by the Committee in response 
to various planning documents were:- 
  
Final Club Submission on the Walls of Jerusalem Recreation Zone Management 
Plan and attendance at meeting with Parks and Wildlife to put forward Club 
concerns on the Parks proposal to set an upper limit on group numbers and 
require group registrations for the Walls area. 
  
Meeting with Project Team updating the World Heritage Area Management Plan 
for the new additions.  The Environment Committee contributed to a list of 
critical roads and critical tracks with regard to the new additions that the Walking 
Club would wish to see maintained. 
  
Participation in the preparation of the Promotion of Club Interests Action Plan. 
  
Preparation of some preliminary comments on the Frenchmans Cap Recreation 
Zone Management Plan Review. 
  
I would like to thank the Committee members for their assistance and valuable 
contributions on Club submissions. 
 

Paul Geeves, Convener 
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SKI & HUT SUB-COMMITTEE 

Members: Simon Benham (Secretary), J De Burgh, A Holding, L Koolhof, F 

Koolhof, F Lawrence, I Picken, F Rader, R Rader, R Reed, A Davey, S 
Newbold. 

The past year has been a good one for the hut, if not for skiing. Hut use has 
increased so that the income has gone a good way to covering expenditure. The 
coded key safe has been introduced and is working well, obviating the need to 
collect a key in Hobart.  

The structure of the hut has been surveyed and found to be good. LED lighting 
will be installed in the next couple of months, thanks to the efforts of Roger Reed 
and Paul Vince with helpers.  

I would like to thank all the members of the Ski and Hut Committee for their help 
and input and especially Fred Koolhof for his work as Bookings Officer, and also 
those who have attended our three working bees. The hut is the Club's most 
valuable asset, set in a wonderful environment. All members are encouraged to 
consider staying there with family and/or friends. 
 

Simon Benham, Ski and Hut Secretary 

FACEBOOK 

In May 2010, the Hobart Walking Club (the Club) Facebook was created to 
promote the benefits of the club to the public and encourage new members and 
particularly younger people. It was an “open” group which allowed everyone 
using Facebook to search and read the Clubs Facebook feed.  In May 2013 the 
Club Facebook became a closed group which required Facebook users to join 
the group to see postings on the feed.  There are currently 371 members using 
the Club’s Facebook. This is an increase of 93 members for the same time last 
year (278). 

In the past year, July 2013 to June 2014, Facebook has been used to organise 
flashwalks; advertise and promote walks; alert members of changes to walks 
previously advertised in the circular; a reminder for weekend walks; promote 
Club functions, general meetings and the Annual General Meeting. 

Facebook is used to display the wonderful photos of Club trips to inspire 
members in both walking and photography.  Facebook is useful for sharing 
information on track clearing, track routes and closures; fire and weather 
warnings; and road closures.  There are also links to bush walking related 
newspaper articles and government websites.  Facebook is used to discuss 
walking gear, tracks and to buy and sell equipment. 

There have been approximately 37 flash walks posted on Hobart Walking Club 
Facebook in the year 2013-14. 
 

Gill Mossman, Facebook Administrator 
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WEB MANAGER 

Membership administration has been successfully running on the Club's web 
site for just over a year.  Many thanks to the Membership Officer, Geoff O'Hara, 
who has deftly solved the difficulties that arose. 
 
There have been 298 members who have obtained a login password to the 
members area since the inception of this part up to 17th July 2014.  Several 
members have unwittingly created a duplicate record of their membership 
because of confusion about the process to obtain a password and I suspect 
some have generated a login but not used it.  There is no way the web manager 
can determine if or when a member has logged into the members’ website. 
 
There has been a gradual development of the web facilities to administer events 
and walks.  The initial implementation of this copied the procedures used by the 
Brisbane Bushwalkers Club.  To suit the HWC much has had to change and the 
changes are still incomplete but are being extensively tested with help from the 
Walks Secretary and Club Secretary. 
 
Some potentially useful, but new to the Club's procedures will be kept.  In 
particular there will be a way for members to book online into designated walks. 
 Members will be able to see who has booked in and will have the information 
required to organise local coordination of transport. 
 
Many thanks must go to Alison Street for much of the development work and in 
particular for organising a visit by the web developer, Peter Lock and thus 
valuable first hand contact with him. 
 
With some luck the walks facilities will go live about September this year.  It is 
expected to take some time before members make considerable use of the new 
web facilities. There will be ongoing additions and improvements after the basic 
walks/events facilities go live. 
 

Chris Rathbone, Web Manager 

 

 

  



 

 

Hobart Walking Club Inc - 85th Annual Report                                                                                 Page 21 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS ENTERTAINMENT 
 
2013 
June: Margaret Williams – a unique perspective of Yunan Province and 

agricultural practices. 
July: Collection of slides and recollections from Patagonia trip 

participants including the Parque Nacional Torres del Paine, 
Parque Nacional Los Glaciares and surrounds; a magnificent land 
of mountains, lakes and glaciers. 

August: Andrew Davey talked on walking, skiing and motoring through 
some highly scenic areas of Canada. 

September: Caroline van Riet spoke about her trip through Vietnam and 
Cambodia, and showed photos and a short film. 

October: Annual General Meeting 
November: Rosanna Cameron talked on the unique and curious objects 

found on Maatsuyker Island. 
December: Rupert Manners recounted his trips exploring the wilds of 

Tasmania in the last year. 
2014 
February: John & Vonda Kerrison talked about their experiences on the Tour 

de Mt. Blanc. 
March: Rob Hill talked and sang about walking in Europe including St. 

Oswald’s Way. 
April: David Young gave an illustrated account of his 2011 walk along 

the Spanish Pyrenees from the Atlantic to the Mediterranean. 
May: Kevin Doran illustrated 30 years of close relationships with our 

state icon, Federation Peak. 
June: Jim Baptist shared stories of his 20 day tour of PNG - volcano 

climbing in New Britain, surfing in New Ireland and more. 

Thank you to all who have provided a varied and entertaining program over the 
last year. Also, grateful thanks to the technical experts for the smooth running of 
the equipment.   

  
Gill Fitzgerald, Entertainment Coordinator 
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EQUIPMENT 
 
The Club has items of equipment for overnight walks and camping available for 
hire by members for club and private trips or activities within Tasmania. 
 
The equipment includes: 
4 tents – 1 Macpac “Olympus” 2 person; 1 Macpac “Minaret” 2 person: 
and 2 Macpac “Microlight” 1 person. 
5 rucksacks -  2 Aiking 1 “Universal”; 1 “Woman’s” ; 2  Karrimoor  “Jaguar” 
and 1 Berghaus “Freeflow” “30+10” daypack.** 
2 cooksets – “Trangia”   with fuel bottles. 
2 sleeping mats – 1 “Thermarest” ¾ length  self-inflating  and 1 closed cell 
foam full length. 
2 PLBs – GME “Accustat”. 
1 compass – Silva “Starter”. 
1 pr.  Overpants  and 1 pr. knee length gaiters.** 
** 3 items recently donated to the Club. 
 
Usage of the outdoor equipment has continued to drop since the cessation of 
the overnight training trips. 
 
Tents      5x club trip; 2x private trip 
R/sacks      1x c/trip 
Cook sets    2x c/trip; 1xp/trip 
S/mats       1x p/trip 
PLB#2       3x c/trip; 4x p/trip 
PLB#1       1x c/trip -   other usage refer R Manners.  
     

Brian Haas, Equipment Custodian 

 
LIBRARY 

 
The Club, through acquisitions and donations over the years, has an extensive 
library of books about things outdoor. It is split between a Hobart location 
(currently our Club Office) and the Lake Dobson Hut. Valuable items are 
secured in the Office. 
 
We need to implement a simple and secure means of promoting and making the 
Hobart collection more accessible to Members. 
 
We also have collections of photos and other items. They are a mix of unique, 
valuable and historical items. They need to be catalogued and secured. 
Preservation via digital copying continues. 
 

Tony Rae, Librarian 
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CYCLING GROUPS 
 

Tuesday Riding Group 

 
The Tuesday Group has had another successful year with several new riders 
who have joined the group participating on a regular basis.  Our average 
number of riders over the year has been 8 per week, with the largest number on 
a ride up to 15.  We have a good gender balance on the rides which is most 
pleasing.  Only two rides have been lost to inclement weather. 
 
Our policy of having various members lead our rides is working well and has led 
to new leaders sometimes putting on rides which are not from our regular 
schedule of rides, several of which have now been added to our list.  It is most 
enjoyable to have new scenery as we ride. 
 
Some regular travellers to Europe are again riding overseas during this year’s 
winter, while other riders within the group are organising trips to the mainland 
and around Tasmania.  It is interesting to receive their emails and learn of their 
experiences and these are generally circulated amongst our group. 
 
Once again our Christmas ride was a great success.  We rode the Pipe Line 
Track and returned to Sue Hunt’s house in Dynnyrne for a barbecue and tipple 
on a beautiful sunny day. 
 
Kathy Cane organised a most successful cryptic bike ride in the Cradoc/Cygnet 
area, a first for all riders.  We had teams of two and three riders and would have 
ridden 25 kms at the most.  At the conclusion a prize giving and barbecue was 
held.  Following the positive comments of the 13 people who came on this ride, I 
am sure that we will have another cryptic ride before too long. 
 
On Tuesday 6

th
 March two members of the group celebrated their 70

th
 birthdays 

and the group kindly agreed to change our Tuesday ride to the Thursday.  We 
were then able to have our ride followed by with a birthday lunch for the 12 
riders plus several spouses.  Again the weather treated us exceedingly well. 
 

Bruce Wilkinson, Convener of Tuesday Bike Group 
 
 
Thursday Moderate Bike Rides 

During this year, 50 of the 52 rides programmed were held, the two cancelled 
were due to wet weather.  There were 786 person rides covering 1834 kms, 
averaging 16 riders  and  38kms per trip. A maximum of 28 riders participated on 
a ride in July last year, Cambridge - Lauderdale circuit. 
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A start on getting other riders to lead some of the rides in the program has 
helped to lessen the load from the coordinator, however more “arm twisting” is 
still needed, as many of the riders are still reluctant to volunteer. 
 
The cycle camp at Hawley/Port Sorell was held from 19

th
 – 26

th
 October last 

year, where up to 29 persons participated over the 6 days of cycling 
programmed over a total distance of 205kms. There were 90 people rides with 
an average of 18 riders and 41kms/trip. 
 

Brian Haas, Thursday (Moderate) Rides Coordinator 
 

 

Thursday Easy Bike Rides 

 

A pleasant rotation of rides selected to enjoy the changing seasons, avoiding the 
cold damp winter fogs of "northern" rides and seizing the opportunity of 
swimming at summer riding venues.   

Our group has enjoyed the intermittent addition of several new members, 
swelling our numbers to a maximum of approximately 12 per ride.   

Seven rides were cancelled due to rain and a couple were relocated to adjust to 
circumstances.  
 

Carole Nodder, Thursday (Easy) Rides Coordinator 

 

 

CYCLING TOURS  
 

The five annual cycle tours, (twenty one years so far) and held at various parts 
of Tasmania, were a great success. 

Cycle Tours   People Days Km 

October 2013    Tamar Valley Tour  12  3 165 
November   Southern Tour   4  6  305 
February 2014  North East Tour 14 6 322 
March  North West Tour 13 6 335 
April  Caveside cycling & walks  22  4 170 

 
Linda & Tony Cook, Coordinators 
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DELEGATES’ REPORTS 
 
BUSHWALKING TASMANIA 

BWT represents all Tasmanian walkers.  It started as the Federation of 
Tasmanian Bushwalking Clubs.  It was the 50

th
 anniversary and mostly busy.  

While meetings were well attended, not many do the heavy lifting.  Andrew 
(HWC) was again President and David Atkins (LWC) Secretary.  Nine Clubs are 
represented and we had, for the first time, a person agree to represent 
independent walkers.  
 
Significant issues dealt with were the Walls of Jerusalem draft plan, Three 
Capes area, Overland Track, Lake St Clair camping and commercial operator 
problems, Work As You Walk and a power tools equivalent, loss of access 
where Forestry and Parks tenures may change leaving infrastructure 
unserviced, walker infrastructure funding (we wrote to and visited the new 
Government to gain more funding), deciding and submitting priorities for WHA 
work, coordinating Clubs’ responses to issues and policy, arranging an ‘all 
Members meeting’ with the head of Parks & Wildlife to voice issues and 
discussing misrepresentations of walker communications to PWS.   
 
PWS made two adverse access actions against walkers: extra limits for groups 
of more than six and further Overland Track restrictions which put several 
parties at great risk.  BWT actively engaged in dialogue aimed at reasonable 
outcomes for walkers.  
 
Along with submissions to the Walls of Jerusalem Recreation Zone changes, 
BWT sent in camera documents to PWS that the group ‘restrictions’ were not 
agreed to as inferred in the draft Walls plan; “track prescriptions” were to be 
flexible and not enforced.  The BWT documents postponed group restrictions for 
walking Clubs. 
 
BWT made petitions regarding the Overland Track.  The “policy” became 
“guidelines” which continue to put many walkers at risk.  Several groups doing 
legal multiday walks were put in dire circumstances when told to return home 
the way they came or / and uproot their tent at dusk to camp several kilometres 
away, off the Overland Track.  We continue at a different level to seek a better 
outcome for all Tasmanian walkers.  Please help by telling Bushwalking 
Tasmania ASAP should you become aware of action, signage or advice 
adversely affecting traditional use of the area. 
 
BWT has two representatives on the Three Capes Reference Group.  During 
April we inspected a prefabricated hut for the new Lunchtime Creek site.  Work 
has been slow, but the hut seems better than average for ordinary Tasmanian 
walkers.  As you may know the Three Capes will cover only two of the Capes for 
some time, east of Port Arthur.  Our traditional walks may continue in the area 
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using three designated camping areas (Lunchtime Creekk, north of the Blade in 
open bush and Ritakuna Creek).  Incidental camping elsewhere may occur, but 
such places should not become formed campsites.  Camping near any Three 
Capes campsites will be banned.  
 
BWT is liaising with Bushwalking Victoria (BWVic) on ways to have better sway 
with authorities to benefit walkers.  A couple of us went to the annual BWVic 
workshop for their Clubs for this purpose.   
 
A long weekend in March for walks and a get together of BWT Members’ 
members was very successful and well attended by the HWC.  A few from HWC 
stayed four days and enjoyed it all.  After tying with the North West Walking 
Club, the HWC won the FTBC Interclub Trophy.  Congratulations to all involved.  
 
As some officers and delegates are absent from Tasmania for extended periods, 
it was resolved they delegate substitutes to keep things rolling.  BWT concluded 
it be more pro-active sending minutes and significant communications, the latter 
to at least to BWT officers whatever the situation.  There was more proactive 
seeking of input from Members to reach consensus to the extent possible.  A 
BWT policy paper resulted from very large agreement to guide future 
discussions with authorities.  This should help overcome walker input often 
being dismissed when there is (even minor) dissent.  There is the risk a Club 
acts as if on behalf of members without consulting with them  
 

Andrew Davey, Delegate 

 
SOUTHERN TASMANIAN SKI ASSOCIATION 

2013 had a few weekends of tow operations, including some reasonable snow.   
 
Poor snow of recent years has led to fewer persons taking an active interest in 
the skifield. However a few of the HWC have ensured the Club has done its 
share of duties, especially with respect to Ski Patrol (Andrew Davey, Liz Koolhof 
and Paul Vince).  Tim Metcalf has helped to operate tows for us – many thanks.  
Fred Koolhof helped considerably transporting gear and handling ticket 
operations.   
 
It was a so-called non-training year for ski patrol but very significant formal 
training is needed every year nowadays.  The volunteer patrollers put in a lot of 
effort and pay to be fully qualified.  Let’s hope 2014 is far more rewarding and 
more volunteers are forthcoming. 
 
Improvements to the ‘snowcam’ have proven very useful and mostly saves 
fruitless trips when insufficient snow.  The Mawson slope can be seen on the 
web via ski.com.au - look for Tasmania or Mt Mawson.  Some slope grooming 
was done last year to improve the loading area of Mawson Tow, the area is 
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slowly regenerating vegetation as expected.  Fence repairs and improvements 
were significant this past summer with some well attended working bees.   
 
With the demise of Sitzmark, PWS only recently asked publicly for comments on 
building a replacement which many walkers also used.  Funding is not yet 
assured.   
 

Andrew Davey, Delegate   
 
 

 
TASMANIAN BICYCLE COUNCIL INC. 
 
The Kingborough Council have improved a section on the Channel Highway 
leading up towards the Kingston Golf Club and hopefully, there will be further 
improvements on the same highway between Proctors Road, Bonnet Hill and 
Baringa Road towards Taroona with the support from the Bonnet Hill Action 
Group. They now have over 6000 signatures for a Petition drawing attention to 
The Speaker and Members of the House of Assembly, requesting their 
assistance to aid both the motorists and cyclists. 

The Clarence City Council have been very busy building improved accesses to 
the Tasman Bridge, Anzac Park and around Kangaroo Point, to name a few. 

The Glenorchy City Council have done the planning work and now has several 
projects awaiting funding to then commence their improvements. Some of these 
include extensions to the Intercity Cycleway and to Humphries Rivulet. 

The Hobart City Council have completed Section 1 along Sandy Bay Road 
between Derwentwater Avenue towards Long Point and Section 2 will go from 
Marieville Esplanade to Derwentwater Avenue. 

Two interesting facts, Bicycle Tasmania have reported a 33% increase in 
cyclists along Sandy Bay Road and the RACT are now considering offering 
assistance to cyclists due to a 7% downturn of motorists needing their 
assistance. 

As you can see, the growth of cycling continues its expansion in safety, sales 
and presence on the roads be it for commuting to work, school or pleasure. 

 
Linda & Tony Cook, Delegates 
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CLARENCE TRACKS AND TRAILS COMMITTEE 

Bi-monthly meetings are held to view sub-division developments within Clarence 
Municipality and to plan track and trail developments.  This year saw the 
retirement of Bob Wyatt from the Committee, after many years of valued input..   

Projects include: 

Clarence Foreshore Trail 

 upgrading of the track to Shag Bay 

 construction of boardwalk and track between Ronnie Street and 
Simmons Park 

 construction of two metre wide multi-use track around Kangaroo Bluff 

 continued maintenance and upgrading of various sections of the Trail. 

Tangara Trail –  

 signage and clearing including a re-alignment in the vicinity of the Emu 
farm to avoid inundation.   

 Boardwalk in the wet area near Clear Lagoon. 

Pilchers Hill - completion of a circuit track from Geilston Creek, with signage to 
other access points. 

Seven Mile Beach to Roches Beach – completion of re-surfacing of the track 
including a three arch stone bridge. 

Mortimer Bay – provision of a car park and a boom gate to prevent unauthorised 
access by off-roaders.  Deep mud holes to be filled shortly. 

The Council now has a small dedicated tracks maintenance crew which is also 
responsible for fire hazard reduction.  It welcomes any reports of tree falls, track 
washouts etc on any of the recognised tracks identified in the Clarence Council 
Walks Booklet. The Council will shortly be calling for nominations to the 
Committee. 

 
Bob Wyatt and Barry Ford, HWC delegates  
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND REPORTS 

 
 

 
STATEMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
In the opinion of this Committee the accompanying financial statements and the 
notes fairly represent the financial position of the Hobart Walking Club Inc. at 30 
June 2014 and the results of the Club’s financial performance for the year ended 
on that date. 
 
This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of this committee and is 
signed on behalf of the committee by:  

  

Storm Foulkes, President Philip Le Grove, Treasurer 

 

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

for the year 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014 
 

    

 
Notes 2014 2013 

  
$ $ 

Income 

   Members Subscriptions  28,780      26,951  

Donations  165 34 

Sale of Publications  1,024        3,941  

Lake Dobson Hut Fees  2,940        2,285  

Interest  2,895        4,094  

Social Functions  4,240        4,488  

Equipment hire  200          142  

Sale of Clothing   198          190  

  40,442 42,125 
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    Less Expenditure 

   Post, Printing, Stationery 
 

       2,430  2,481 

Website 
 

       1,901  1,270 

HWC Office Rent 
 

       2,631  4,223 

Meeting Room Hire 
 

         566  712 

Bank Fees 
 

         151  151 

Travel Expenses 
 

         566  345 

General Meeting Expenses 
 

        146  308 

Printing Tramp 

 

         8,219 

Posting Tramp 

 

 399 

Other Publication Expenses 

 

           566 

Stock Reduction 1 912           833 

Lake Dobson Hut 2        3,037  1,622 

Social Functions 

 

       4,968  4,562 

Volunteer Recognition  

 

         387  517 

Printing Circular 

 

       4,365  4,484 

Posting Circular 

 

       2,450  2,611 

Insurance 

 

         873  745 

Clothing Expenses 

 

         229  339 

Training 

 

       875  1,251 

Affiliation Fees 

 

         849  854 

Marketing & Promotion 

 

         902  825 

Office Equipment 

 

       389  1,720 

  

28,627 39,037 

    Surplus for the year 
 

11,815        3,088 

  

  

Accumulated surplus 30/06/13 
 

   117,892  114,804 

  

   

Accumulated surplus 30/6/14 

 

   129,707  117,892 
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BALANCE SHEET  at  30 June 2014 

  

    Notes 2014 2013 

 

 

 $  $ 

Members Equity 

 

  

Accumulated surplus 

 

129,707 117,892 

 

 

 129,707  117,892 

 

 

  

Represented by: 

 

  

 

 

  

Current Assets 

 

  

Commonwealth Bank chq a/c 

 

16,712    21,645  

Term deposits 3 70,000    60,000  

Publications stock 1 6,101      7,013  

 

 

92,813 
  

88,658 

 

 

  

Non-current Assets 

 

  

Lake Dobson Memorial Hut   1(c)    43,540  43,540 

     43,540  43,540 

    

Total Assets  136,353 132,198 

 

 

  

Less Current Liabilities 

 

  

Payments in Advance 

 

   3,324  10,984 

Funds held In trust 
4 

     3,322  3,322 

 

 

   6,646  14,306 

 

 

  

Net Assets 

 

129,707  117,892 
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NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS 

  1. Statement of accounting policies 

  (a) The financial statements are special purpose reports specifically 
prepared for distribution within the club. The Executive Committee has 
determined that the club is not a reporting entity as defined in the 
Statement of Accounting Concepts 1: Definition of a Reporting Entity 
and therefore application of all accounting standards is not mandatory. 

(b) The stock of publications has been valued at the lower of historical 
cost and estimated realisable value. 

(c) The Lake Dobson Memorial Hut is located on a site which is retained 
by the issue of an annual licence. A longer term lease is not available. 
The hut and its contents are recorded at book value of $43,540 as at 
30 June 2005.  The hut is unlikely to have any market value.  

   

 

2014 2013 

 
$ $ 

1. Stock adjustment 

  Stock at 30/6/2013            7,013             7,846  

Safety in the Bush reduction               912                833  

Stock at 30/6/2014            6101             7,013  

   

2.  Lake Dobson Memorial Hut   

Gas & Firewood                                  918            180  

General Hut Maintenance               995                313  

Crown Land Licence Fee                                   792                792  

Derwent Valley Council Fire Levy & Rates               332                337  

 3,037                        1,622  

   

   3.  Term deposits 

  Perpetual Trustees No.1 Account                70,000            60,000  

   

   4. Funds held in trust   

The current balance is the Leo Luckman hut maintenance fund of $1,000 and 
$2,322 of Brenda Hean funds. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT 

To the members of the Hobart Walking Club Inc 

Scope 

I have audited the special purpose financial report of the Hobart Walking Club 

Inc (the Club) comprising a Balance Sheet and Income Statement for the year 
ended 30 June 2014, together with explanatory notes.  The Executive 

Committee of the Club is responsible for the preparation and presentation of 

the financial report and the information contained therein and have determined 
that the accounting policies used are consistent with the financial reporting 

requirements of the Club and are appropriate to meet the needs of the 
members.  No opinion is expressed as to whether the accounting policies used 

are appropriate to the needs of the members. 

I have conducted an independent audit of the financial report in order to 
express an opinion on it to the members of the Club.  I disclaim any 

assumption of responsibility for any reliance on this report or on the financial 

report to which it relates to any person other than the members, or for any 
purposes than for which it was prepared. 

The audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing 
Standards to provide reasonable assurance whether the financial report is free 

of material misstatement.  My procedures included examination, on a test 

basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the 
financial report, and the evaluation of accounting policies and significant 

accounting estimates.  These procedures have been undertaken to form an 
opinion whether, in all material respects, the financial report is presented fairly 

in accordance with the accounting policies adopted so as to present a view that 

is consistent with my understanding of the financial position of the Hobart 
Walking Club Inc and the results of its financial performance. 

The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above basis. 

Limitation of Scope 

It was not possible for the Executive Committee to establish complete 

accounting control over cash received until its initial entry in the accounting 
records, nor was it practicable to perform audit procedures to satisfy myself 

that all income had been received and recorded.  Verification therefore has 

been limited to the receipt of funds recorded in the Club’s financial records. 

Audit Opinion 

In my opinion the special purpose financial report presents fairly the financial 
position of the Hobart Walking Club Inc as at 30 June 2014, and the results of 

its financial performance for the year then ended.  

 

Geoff Morffew, FCPA 

31 August 2014 


